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Dr.G.Saravanan, delivering a talk on Patent Search 

The main objective of the lecture is to  

 To sensitize about Intellectual Property Right and their protection.  

 To identify protectable innovations.  

 To suggest steps for transforming innovations into proprietary assets.  

 To use IP information, particularly relating to patents and designs, for further 

research and development in developing new product and process.  

 

The increasing significance of intangible assets in the global economy is 

forcing business organizations to actively manage their IP as a key driver for 

building and sustaining their competitive advantage and achieving superior 

performance.  



Traditionally, patent information searches are done, if at all, as a part of the 

application drafting process before filing patent applications, or while planning and 

preparing for patent litigation. With the rapid expansion of information technology 

resulting in increasing availability of on-line databases of patent information, this 

micro-level use of patent information has evolved into a much more strategic use of 

patent information. 

Patent information includes not only the content of published patent 

documents but also bibliographic and other information concerning patents for 

inventions, inventors’ certificates, utility certificates and utility models. It is the 

largest, well-classified and most up-to-date collection of technical documents on 

new and innovative technologies. 

Patent applications are filed in accordance with the requirements of national 

or regional patent laws. An applicant may be a public and private company, 

government agency, researcher in a university or in a research and development 

institution, or even individual inventors. 

Dr. Saravanan stressed that an important step before filing a patent 

application is to conduct a patent search. Just as companies need to do due 

diligence before taking on any business venture, likewise patent owners need to do 

patent due diligence before filing a patent application. A patent search is a search 

conducted in patent databases as well as in the literature available, to check 

whether any invention similar to the invention in respect of which patent is to be 

obtained, already exists. In other words, it evaluates inventor’s chances of getting a 

patent grant. Therefore, instead of going forth with the filing, if one conducts the 

patentability search, one can get a clear idea about the patentability of the 

invention; whether the application should be filed and the strengths and weakness 

of his invention. 

Since patenting is an expensive procedure, it is prudent to conduct a 

patentability search before filing an application. Although there is an additional 

expense associated to have a patent search performed, it can potentially save the 

inventor’s money down the road. 

Patent information is made available to the public through a variety of 

databases. Each database covers a particular set of patent documents. At present 

no database has complete coverage of all patent documents ever published 

worldwide. Thus, it may be necessary to consult multiple databases in order to find 

and then access patent documents relevant to your interests. 



The resource person shared the following information regarding the Indian 

Intellectual Property Office: 

The Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade Marks 

(CGPDTM) is located at Mumbai. The Head Office of the Patent office is at Kolkata 

and its Branch offices are located at Chennai, New Delhi and Mumbai. The Trade 

Marks registry is at Mumbai and its Branches are located in Kolkata, Chennai, 

Ahmedabad and New Delhi. The Design Office is located at Kolkata in the Patent 

Office. The Offices of the Patent Information System (PIS) and National Institute of 

Intellectual Property Management (NIIPM) are at Nagpur. The Controller General 

supervises the working of the Patents Act, 1970, as amended, the Designs Act, 

2000 and the Trade Marks Act, 1999 and also renders advice to the Government on 

matters relating to these subjects. In order to protect the Geographical Indications 

of goods a Geographical Indications Registry has been established in Chennai to 

administer the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999 under the CGPDTM. 

The students of Mechanical Engineering got enriched by the interaction with 

Dr.G.Saravanan. His knowledge and experience helped them in appreciating the 

significance of optimizing patent search.  
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Students listening  the lecture 


